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Eurocode IBLS e.V 
background information

 1998: founded by the Working Party „Automation and Data
Processing” of German Society of Transfusion Medicine
and Immunohaematology (DGTI)

 2012: addition of tissue support
 2015: integration of Eurocode’s product code into

the Single European Code for tissues and cells

154 members:
143 blood centers and tissue establishments
10 personal members
1 associated member (DGTI )

Germany
Austria
Croatia
Galicia (Spain)



Eurocode: coding summary

 simple and world-wide-unique coding system
 leading identifier “!” for Eurocode defined in ISO 15418
 coding of all necessary items like:

 product ID: Unique Product Identification Number
 product characteristics: Product Code
 quantity
 date & time values

Items can be encoded separately or integrated into 
one single code by concatenation  
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Organizing Eurocode:

• written technical specification
• comprehensible data structure
• open for future additions
• published on www.eurocode.org
• member-based organization
• unlimited use of all coding options for members
• low-cost labeling software-solution available for 

members

• free public use of product code segment as part of 
the Single European Code (SEC)



Financial aspects

- members = blood / tissue establishments
- membership fee annually:

tissue establishments                      =   50 €
blood centers < 50.000 collections     =   50 €
blood centers > 50.000 collections     = 100 €
personal members                              =   10 €
associated members                           = 250 €

charitable organization by German Tax Code



by data identifiers  ISO 15418

Discrimination from other systems



Eurocode - Data Structures

Name of the data structure Identifier         .

 Unique Product ID (UPN) !number <!0…!9>

 Donation date (2 formats) !C / !D.

 Expiry date (2 formats) !E / !F

 difference between UTC /local time !G 

 Product-Code (internat./national) !P / !Q

 Blood group (ABO, RHD, RHCE, K) !R

 Donor-ID !S

 Volume !V



Eurocode – product codes:
product groups 

N Product Group entries

0 Whole blood 25

1 Red blood cell concentrates 158

2 Platelet concentrates 138

3 Leukocyte concentrates and buffy coat 42

4 Haematopoietic progenitor cells 39

5 Plasma 117

6 Miscellaneous 15

7 Tissues 26

8...9 ... 0



general product codes qualifiers



tissue-specific qualifiers 



Eurocode – each numeric codes 
stands for a set of properties



Product  description 
by qualifiers

Product short name

product code (example)
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label (example: blood product)

!2762201012345611 !P441006 !R3182 !V300 !D2010062513 !F2010062813 !G+01



EUROCODE - Publications
Introduction of the Eurocode in Germany as a contribution to quality assurance.
Knels R, Roos D, Böcker W, Kardoeus J 
Clin Lab 2001; 47:575

Original paper:
Eurocode Blood Labeling System – uniform identification and 
classification of blood products improves transfusion security. 
Knels R, Roos D, Böcker W, Kardoeus J, Becker G  
Infus Ther Transfus Med 2002; 29:226-231

Eurocode blood labeling system – uniform identification and classification of 
blood products improves transfusion security. 
Knels R, Boecker W, Roos D, Becker G, Kardoeus J
Eur J Anaesthesiol 2004; 21 (Suppl 32):86

Eurocode and the German perspective on coding of tissues and cells.
Knels R, Mönig HJ, Wittmann G, von Versen R, Pruss A
Vox Sang 2010; 99 (Suppl 1): 474



EUROCODE - Original Paper:

Original paper:
“Eurocode International Blood Labeling System” enables unique 
identification of all biological products from human origin in accordance 
with the European Directive 2004/23/EC.
Knels R, Mönig HJ, Wittmann G, von Versen R, Pruss A
Cell and Tissue Banking 2010 Nov, 11 (4): 345-352

Kennzeichnung von Blutprodukten mittels Eurocode. 
Knels R,·Schnurstein K,·Redecker-Klein A, Hiller J
Anästh Intensivmed 2011 Feb;52 (2): 119-123

Improvement and spreading of Eurocode coding system since 1998.
Goebel S, Roos D, Kardeous J, Linke T, Lath K, Knels R
Transfus Med Hemother 2011; 38 (Suppl 1): 70

Eurocode ensures coding of tissues and cells in accordance with EU Directives 
2004/23/EC and 2006/86/EC.
Knels R, Schnurstein K, Redecker-Klein A, Hiller J, Mönig HJ, Pruß A
Transfus Med Hemother 2011; 38 (Suppl 1): 71



EUROCODE

Please contact us:

homepage: www.eurocode.org 

email: headquarters@eurocode.org

Eurocode IBLS e.V.
International Blood Labeling Systems
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